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“Sharing Your Wishes may be the most important gift you ever give to your family, to your friends and to yourself,” continued Palmiere.  Faith Leaders are an integral resource as people think about Advance Care Planning.  According to “Choices and Conversations”, “For many families, the process of preparing advance directives can raise important issues of values, faith and spirituality.  For that reason, people often involve clergy or spiritual counselors in the decision.  Doing so may be an important step towards understanding your spiritual values and, ultimately, preparing for a more peaceful end of life for you and your loved ones.”





Sharing Your Wishes is a partnership among the Allegany/Western Steuben Rural Health Network, Inc., the Community Health Foundation of Western and Central New York, and the Allegany Senior Foundation.  This initiative provides resources for the community and one-on-one consultations for individuals to assist in initiating discussions with loved-ones on this delicate topic, and providing a positive experience as individuals reflect on their current state of health, goals, values and preferences for future treatment decisions. 





For further information about Sharing Your Wishes, to request a presentation for an organization, or for one-on-one assistance with Advance Care Planning, please contact Lynne Palmiere at the Allegany/Western Steuben Rural Health Network, Inc. at 585-593-5223, ext. 12, or � HYPERLINK "mailto:palmiere1@awsrhn.org" ��palmiere1@awsrhn.org�.
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“A Gift for Your Congregation” – Advance Care Planning 





Sharing Your Wishes, a program of the Allegany/Western Steuben Rural Health Network, Inc, will hold a faith leaders’ workshop entitled, “A Gift for Your Congregation” on June 13, 2006 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the Walchli Education Room at Jones Memorial Hospital.   All faith leaders are welcome to attend this free informational forum.  Reservations are required. Please call 585-593-5223 ext. 10 by June 9th to register.  





The day’s event will begin with an overview of the Sharing Your Wishes program, a local resource for advance care planning and end-of-life decision-making.  Sharing Your Wishes Coordinator, Lynne Palmiere, will discuss the legal documentation necessary for completing the advance care planning process.  Ms. Palmiere emphasized, “Advance Care Planning is most successful when completion of advance directives is combined with meaningful conversions among family members”. 





Following a buffet luncheon, the afternoon session will include a panel discussion entitled, “Reflections”, and an open discussion on “Interface Between Chaplaincy and Health Care” led by Pastor Ronald Sellers of Christ United Methodist Church, Olean.
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To improve the health and wellness of our community by collaboratively identifying unmet needs and gaps in services, and serving as a catalyst for program development and improvement.

